Woma tells of losing relatives (o canc

BROTHER: Mark Korslaiz

MOTHER: Elaine Korshihe
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EMORIES: Anna Birns from Sorell last night looking through family albums containing phetos of loved ones who have died. Picture: JAMIZ: ¢

YMystery of
g dying family

nna Bums has fost her brother, her mother, her father, her uncle and hai cousin . .. allto car
he says the surviving family members believe there has to be a link. And they e pointir:

rger firmiy at the landfill site that bordered their homes. FULL REPORT: i*ages 4 =

FATHER: Kevin Kerclako

WNCLE: |van Dt
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. Chief Reporter: .

FIVE members of a fam-
ily who grew up next
door to thée Wentworth
Park landfill site have

died from ¢angcer:

And their relatives beheve
toxing seeping from the for-
mer tip site may. be to blame.

The Kerslake family has
decided to speak out about
the tragedies in their family
to press the' State Govern-
ment for an

“Most of the ¢ believes
there is'n definite .hnk," said
Anna Burns, who has lost her
brother, mother, father, cous-
in and uncle t6 canper.

“There needs to be an in-

In a 8 series of
tr! es.canm ascla.lmed
the’ of:

@ Kovin Karalnke .54, who
died of Iymphutic cancer in

.Wl
mn.am'tyso- Wk Zdiedinthe
mid-90s." a

@ lvan's daughter, Denise
Bums mid 40s, who died in

001.

All five lived in houses
bordering the former Howrah
landfill site, which is now
Wentworth Park,

While there is a history of
cancers in Mr Kerslake's fam-
ily, there was none in Mirs
Kersiake's — until the dis-
ease killed her, her brother
and her niece.

Ms Burns, the youngest
daughter of Elaine and Kevin
Kerslake, said the family had
always believed there had
been a link between the park
and their illnesses.

She said they had decided
to break their silence after
reading about their former
neighbour, who is fighting to
have an inquiry established
into the site.

In 1971, Kevin and Elaine
Kerslake bought a house at
18 Correa 5t, Howrah, and
moved in with their four

children — Jenny, Mark, An-
drew and Anna.

Behind their house was an
area of land used as a landfill
for domestic waste. It was
known as the Howrah tip,
and is now the sports ground
calhed Wentwor‘t Parlt.

Mark Kerslake was one of -

Tasmania's most senior pub-
lic servants.

He was just 42 years old
when he died. He had been
promoted to the position of
secretary of the Department
of Eeonomic Development,
and had a brilliant career
ahead of him. His death
struck the Public Service
hard, and he left behind a
partner and three young chil-
dren.

Mrs Lopatniuk has been
campaigning for years to
have an investigation into
whether toxins from the tip
site were causing cancers and
other illnesses in the area.

Her son Peter, 33, died of
leukemia last December.

Bt appears little if any
scientific studies have been
done on the tip site over the
years, despite Mrs Lopatniuk
raising her concerns with
various governments for the
past 15 years.

Environment Minister
Judy Jackson, whe recently
took over the povtielio in a
Cabinet reshuffle, has said
she will roview what investi-
gpations have been done on the

1) b suburs of
Howrals
Put 1‘ Burns the
members of i haid all
TR v freen Lhie suhoen,

3

Directly  opposite  the
ground, at 25 Silwood Ave,
lived the Kerslakes’ relatives,
including Mrs Kerslake’s
brother Ivan Bilton and his
daughter Denise.

The liids used to run across
the lip site to visit each

other's homes all the time.
“We had gates on our back
fences,” Ms Burns said.
“The houses backed onio
the old tip.

The families grew up and’
moved- away over the yeaars,
ali:]:lmxgtk:0 Mark . Kersiake
liked ares-go much he
bhot -‘tthehoua nextdoor #it
numberu- 0 Correa St.

Poppy* “Lopatnivk lived
across the road, on the corner

~ “of Bembil and. Correa Sta.

Mrs Lopatmuk’s son Peter
ﬁ'om leulﬁsgmza laat year

“We nsed to visit, I used to . at the age of

walk out our bacic gate to She has%l@d a hst of

thml 5"

and had been diagnosed with ;

cancer while living in other :

areas.
She said their ﬂ]nessea
would not show up in a chedke: .
of the Howrah postcode.
The Menzies Research In
stilute, which provided th

data on which the Health i

Department based its advice,
said their Cancer Regs.stry
was only able to determine :
cancer reports by suburb, and
they could not be narrowed
down to specific streets.

There is growing anecdotal
evidence of high rates of
cancers in residents who used
to live next to the tip in the
19608 and 1970s.

“Dad died at Acton and
mum died at Rose Bay,” Ms
Burns said.

“Mark died at Acton too.
None of it wouid have shown
up in Howrah.”

At 37, Ms Burns, the
youngest ofthe Kerslake chil-
dren, said she had fears for
her own hoealth.

“I1. veally puts the wind up
the rvost of us,” she said,

While the old Howrah tip
was supposed to be for do-
i 1 waste only, one formeér
i ant has said he vsed to
'hzim oii thera.

aunihier former resident
totd e Mercueyv that a man
ysed to work with the

(.'.‘-.iL_x' Couneil work
wl commented that
ng uged to go in
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says have

talkmg about it nnd he talked
Poppy a few times
ALK
ooked at how e
had died in the same pl:gget

jand it was amaging.”-




